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as lacking part of or all of a limb, or having a defective limb, organ or mechanism
of the body; and as the disadvantage or restriction of activity caused by a
contemporary social organisation which takes no or little account of people who have physical
impairments and thus excludes them from participation in the mainstream of social activities.
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Yet there are two groups of women who are missing from Spelman’s analysis, as from feminist
thought generally. In identifying that ‘working class women, Lesbian women, Jewish women
and women of colour’ have been considered as ‘inessential’ within feminist philosophy, Spelman
has — in common with most non-disabled feminists — left out two important groups, namely
older women and disabled women. Disability and old age are aspects of identity with which
gender is very much entwined but they are identity which are been almost entirely ignored by
feminists.?
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Such a perspective is a crucial part of our demand for our needs to be treated as a civil rights
issur. However, there is a tendency within the social model of disability to deny the experience
of our own bodies, insisting that our physical differences and restrictions are entirely socially
created. While environmental barriers and social attitudes are a crucial part of our
experience of disability — and do indeed disable us — to suggest that this is all there is to it is to
deny the personal experience of physical or intellectual restrictions, of illness, of the fear of
dying. A feminist perspective can help to redress this, and in so doing give voice to the
experience of both disabled men and disabled womenl.:I 0booono)
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1 Pride Against Prejudic, Jenny Morris, p. 7.
2 Pride Against Prejudic, Jenny Morris, p. 10.
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In our view, it is society which disables physically impaired people. Disability is something
imposed on top of our impairments by the way we are unnecessarily isolated and excluded
from full participation in society. Disabled people are therefore an oppressed group in society".
To understand this it is necessary to grasp the distinction between the physical impairment
and the social situation, called 'disability’, of people with such impairment. Thus we define
impairment as lacking part of or all of a limb, or having a defective limb, organ or mechanism
of the body; and disability as the disadvantage or restriction of activity caused by a
contemporary social organisation which takes no or little account of people who have physical
impairments and thus excludes them from participation in the mainstream of social activities.
Physical disability is therefore a particular form of social oppression. (These definitions refer
back to those of Amelia Harris, but differ from them significantly).

From this social point of view it follows that the impoverishment of physically impaired
people arises out of the fact that, as a group, we are excluded from the mainstream of social
activities.

((UPIAS Fundamental Principles of Disability 1975)Union of the Physically Impaired
Against Segregation 0 Comments on the discussion held between the Union and the
Disability Alliance on 22nd November, 1975, p. 4.)
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